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TELETHON INSTITUTE FOR CHILD HEALTH RESEARCH —  
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH RESEARCH PROJECT 

655. Hon LINDA SAVAGE to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the Department of Health engaging the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research to undertake the 
research project “Are Child Health Services Meeting the Needs of WA Parents and Children?” 

(1) When was the Telethon institute engaged to undertake this research project? 

(2) If it has not yet been engaged, when will it be engaged? 

(3) What are the terms of reference for the research project? 

(4) When will the research project be completed? 

(5) Will the project be tabled in Parliament; and, if not, why not? 

(6) What is the projected cost of the research project? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) June 2011. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The purpose of this research project is to assess whether the current child health services meet the needs 
of WA parents and identify why parents are not accessing child health services at key developmental 
ages—scheduled contacts at 18 months and three years. The objectives of the proposed study include a 
diverse range of parents and carers being involved with and informing research directions and lines of 
inquiry so as to ensure that the research study reflects the priorities and concerns of the Western 
Australian community. A diverse range of parents and carers is invited to participate in the research 
study as survey respondents and interview and focus group participants so that the perceived needs of 
WA parents for child health information and services are identified. The barriers and facilitators to WA 
parents accessing and engaging with child health services, particularly the scheduled contacts, are 
identified. Strategies and processes to improve the delivery of child health services are also identified. 

(4) July 2012. 

(5) This matter will be considered at a later date. 

(6) Under the existing service agreement between the Department of Health and the Telethon Institute for 
Child Health Research, $182 292 has been allocated for the provision of research services. 

 


